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EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE QUARTERLY. 


meetings upon the work of the Alliance, 
with the view of furthering it in all ways. 
J. W. 


It makes all the difference in the world 
whether we are working for God, or whether 


He is working within us—Cornelins 


W oelfhin. 


That 
that I bring to you.— Samuel Chadwick. 


THE SHRINE OF FAITH. 
By Mrs. Lisa A. FLETCHER. 


AT Faith's pare shrine forever wrought, 
Of Heaven's purest gold, 

We bring, with far-off meanings fraught, 
Our yearnings deep, untold. 


Our cross, our heavy cross, we bring, 
And lay it there adown, 

And for the moment softly sing, 
And see far off the crown. 


Each longing pure and white hath voice 
At that all-giorious shrine, 

And there the spirit doth rejoice, 

And gather for the conflict grace, 
And wisdom from above, 

Till the radiance of the Heavenly Place 
Seems brooding there in love. 

It is the shrine of hallowed rest, 
The altar of our 


Where of the angels we are blest, 
And sorrow hath surcease. 


How can we account for such a man as 
Paul? I know of no explanation so natural, 
so reasonable, and so convincing as the ex- 

tion which he himself always offered 

to his friends and his foes : “ — 
God to reveal His Son in me.”— EZ. 
Jefferson. 


Au, Christ ! the Christ ! He holds within 
Him all the sounds of eternity, all the 
truths of the centuries, and when we lay 
our’-ear against His heart we hear the 
voice from out eternity—the clear, i 


God.—A McKenzie. 


To men with God all things are possible. 
Man plus God is, to all mee purposes 
of the 


of the Divine will requirements 

Divine life, omnipotent as God Himself. 
This means that with God all that ; | 
ought to be, he can be, and all that 

ought to do, he can is the 


a man 
man 
gospel 


| ass 
by the great leaders who formed the 
great numbers ever since. It desires to 
in 
u 
| thirty years of age, and — 
| experience at that age as 
have. It is hoped that he may be able to 
visit many branches in order to revive 
| them, and to bring them into closer touch 
with headquarters. Any branches who 
would like a visit are requested to write to 
the Acting Honorary Secretary, as the 
visits of Mr. Gooch will py be 
arranged in order, and the Alli would 
greatly welcome applications for his ser- 
vices or the services of a member of 
| Council to address drawing-room or other 
| 
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“Leaving an example that we should follow His steps.”—1 Peven ii. 1. 


E that is wise winneth souls,” 
and “ He that winneth souls 
is wise.” No two souls are 
won in precisely the same 
way, for no two are in precisely the same 
condition. The Jailer and Lydia, Nico- 
demus and the Samaritan woman (Acts xvi; 
John iii, iv.), like other of His recorded 
interviews, are instructive illustrations of 
our Lord's wisdom in winning souls. 

That “Traveller unknown,” who sat in 
His weariness by Jacob's Fountain, was 
God manifested in flesh. Of Him John 
had already written, “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. The same was in 
the beginning with God. All things were 
made by Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made. In Him 
was life, and the life was the light of 
men..... No man hath seen God at 


After all the people had been baptized 
confessing their sins, Jesus also was bap- 
tized with the same baptism in the same 
Jordan river; the Sinless One thus con- 
fessing the sin of the world, and under- 
taking to put it away by the sacrifice of 


Himself, that He might bring in ever- 


lasting righteousness (Dan. Matt. Mark, 


Luke). Then the voice of the Father in. 
be H 


| of his foot, descended and remained on 


Him. 
He had drawn to Himself John and 


Andrew, and Simon and Philip. Philip 
of 


Hi 


3 


a. 


and humbling lesson that, notwithstanding 


his high position, he could not evea per- 
the kingdom of God unless he were 


indeed baptize in water unto repentance ; _ 
but He who after me is coming will bap- 
tize you in Holy Spirit and fire.” For 
confession of sin, and change of mind and 
attitude towards God, must precede the 
gift of the Holy Ghost (Matt. lii 11; Acts 


By R. C Morcan. 
‘azareth they had found Him of whom 
Moses in the Law and the Prophets had 
written. Nathanael had proved that out 
when, 
any time. The only begotten Son who is 
in the bosom of the Father, He hath | all 
revealed Him.” thy 
At Cana in Galilee of the Gentiles, Jesus | Samaritan woman all that ever she ZZ 
had struck the key-note of His ministry | “For He knew what was in man.” 
in the first of His eight recorded signs, by Nicodemus, a man of the Phazisees, a 
changing the water of Jewish purifying | ruler of the Jews, and the teacher of Israel, 
into wine, the symbol of the atoning blood, jealous of his reputation, had come to 
which, when His hour should come, He Jesus by night, and learned the painful 
born anew, nor enter that coveted king- 
dom unless he were born of water and 
Spirit; as John the Baptist had said, “1 
: and well-pleasing Son, and the Spirit, like | 
a dove that had found rest for the sole | 


- 
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In thowsand forms of insect ie Gods | direct. red and the Heavens, the ar- 
Book of Nature tells us that we must die | rangers, the Arranger on the Throne, 


out of our first and natural state as worms 
of the earth, before we can, like winged 
creatures, fly between earth and heaven. 
Teach us, O Lord, the lesson of the cross, 

To tread the path the saints have ever trod ; 
Who, proving earth, and self, and all things loss, 
Have found in inward death the life of God. 
But how hardly shall a rich man enter 
into the kingdom of God. The man of 
the Pharisees, ruler of the Jews, teacher of 
Israel, rich in himself and in the praise of 
men, asks, “ How can these things come to 
pass?” The Book of Nature is full of 
answers. The Soul-winner from heaven 
taught Nicodemus by the wind, as the 
Samaritan woman by the running water. 
Not only from sun and moon and stars 
in heaven, but from everything on earth, 
from the cedar of the forest to the hyssop 
on the wall, did the Lord Jesus make in- 
telligible to the common people the pro- 
foundest truths of God. Even from a 
cast-off garment and a last year’s wine-skin 
He taught that the Gospel is not an 
amended version of the Law, and that 
that which decayeth and waxeth old has 

no in the New Covenant. 

us now return to Jacob’s Fountain. 
Observe the yieldingness, the courtesy, the 
tact of the heavenly Soul-winner. If any 
one objects to the word “tact,” let him 
remember that tact is touch. It puts us 
in touch with others. Tact is consideration 
for others ; putting yourself in the other's 


place. In a word, tact is the Golden Rule. 


Be you to others kind and true, 
As you would they should be to you. 
Like Abraham, Jesus will have no strife. 
“ He shall not strive nor cry.” To prevent 
a controversy, He leaves Judea and returns 
to Galilee. Thus Satanic quarrelsomeness 
is checked by God's gentleness. “His 
meekness multiplies me: His gentleness 
makes me great.” 
There were two reasons why He must 
needs go through Samaria. _It was the 


had arranged the simultaneous arrival at 
Jacob's Well of the Saviour and a sinful 
woman out of Sychar, of whom the wearied 


He that is down need fear no fall, 
He that is low no pride ; 
He that is hamble ever shall 


woman in a public place, not even his own 
wife,” and that “it was better that the law 
should be burnt than delivered to a woman.” 
“One of the thanksgivings in the daily 
service of the synagogue is, ‘ Blessed art 
Thou, O Lord, .. . . who hast not made 
me a woman.” 

And that a Jew should ask a favour of a 
Samaritan woman was still more strange ; 
“for Jews and Samaritans have nodealings 
together.” The doctors of the Law said 
that “ to eat the bread of a Samaritan was 
like eating the flesh of swine.” 

Blessed be the Son of God, who has 
broken down all such hateful prejudices, 
such middle walls of partition, between 
men and women and between men and 
They who would be wise to win souls 


| traveller asks a drink of water. Let soul- 
) winners take note that asking a favour was 
| the first step to winning the Samaritan 
woman's soul. 
, I knew an old highly Calvinistic minister 
who had a farmer in his congregation with 
) whom he could never come into touch. 
| At length he followed the example of his 
the loan of his horse. The request was 
willingly granted, and the two became 
good friends ever after. The ice was 
broken by the preacher taking the place 
of the obliged party. “Blessed are the 
meck, for they shall inherit the carth.” 
Have God to be his guide. 

The woman did not refuse the request, : 
but she was astonished that this stranger | 
should accost a woman, “and as such 
lightly esteemed by the popular doctors, | 
who said that a man should not salute a ! 

| | 

| 
| | 
| 
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<p 


- ing up, leaping up, into eternal life. (“ The 


original word describes the ‘leaping’ of a 


thing of life, and not the mere ‘gushing | 


up’ of a fountain.”"—Westcott) 
The woman now becomes the suppliant. 


* Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, 


neither come al] the way hither to draw.” 


Perhaps, “ not only for myself, but for them 
of my household,” lies latent in her mind. 
If so, the Lord's next word, “Go call thy 
husband and come hither,” which otherwise 


request ; but not a 
husband.” for 
hiding half the her 
for speaking He 
adds the remainder of the truth: “ Well 
saidst thou, A have not, for 
five husbands now he 
whom thou hast husband : this 
true thing hast thou did not 
know this by His Divine omniscience, for 
of that, as well as His omnipotence, He 
had emptied Himself; but by revelation 
of the Spirit to His spirit. The same Spirit 
had often revealed hidden things to His 


fellow Pharisees knew that He was a 
teacher come from God. 

As the woman had desired the living 
water, she now desires to know the truth 


dfawn before her memory the whole chain 
of her past life. Now she wants to know 
how she shall approach God. Her fathers 
worshipped*in this mountain (Gerizim), 


“Woman, believe Me,” as if He had 


must, like the great Soul-winner, be soul- 
every kind. Then they will win confidence 
to themselves, an essential preliminary to 
their winning confidence in their testimony | would seem an abrupt change of subject, 
for Jesus. was in accord with her unexpressed 
The Samaritan woman began to be won | thought. 
by His gracious manner, His kindly tone. Because he has won her confidence she 
His weariness awakened her pity, and pity | does not resent or evade His sudden 
is akin to love. Yet she could not but 
feel that He was of another sphere ; for 
He was, as the Evangelist had said, “ the 
only begotten Son who is in the bosom of 
the Father”; and, as He had said of 
Himself, “the Son of Man who is in 
heaven.” ‘ 
In all this their judges took knowledge 
of the Apostles that they had been with 
Jesus. They had been with Him for three 
years before He suffered, and after His 
resurrection He tarried with them forty 
| days, speaking of the things concerning | 
the kingdom of God, whose foundation, | 
like that of every other kingdom, must be | Prophets, and the woman perceived that . 
| laid in human hearts before it can be | He was a prophet, as Nicodemus and his 
| manifested in outward glory. 
; graciousness and kindness, heavenly in | 
| their words and | 
crucified, buried, and raised up together | about worship ; for His last words had not 
with Him, and seated in the heavenlies | only revealed Him to her as a holy prophet, 
| in Him. but herself as a sinful womar By the 
| Jesus tells the woman that every one _ one link which He has touched He has 
| who drinks habitually of that water shall 
) thirst again, but that he who drinks once | 
of the living water that He would give | 
shall in no wise thirst again. Every one | 
who is re-born enters the eternal Kingdom and the Jews say that in.Jerusalem is the 
| of Christ and of God; every one whq place where men ought to be worshipping. 7 
drinks the living water that Jesus gives, it Cannot God be worshipped by a returning 
| shall be in him a fountain of water spring- | sinner without travelling to Jerusalem ? 
| 
_unto you.” The Lord saw that she was 
_ not fencing, but telling out her heart, and 
: | essence of the New Age : “ Woman, believe | 


— 
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Surely in the woman's last word—*I 


all things "—we can discern a hope in her 
spirit that He is Himself the Christ. And 
Jesus satisfies her utmost desire in declar- 
ing Himself to be the Desire of all nations, 
and by claiming Jehovah's name—“! AM." 


was in the presence of Him who knew no 
sin ; who was the Light of the World. If 
we would be used to convince men of sin 
we ourselves must be light in the Lord. 
For that which doth make manifest is 
light. It is the accent of conviction that 
convinces. We cannot be used to con- 
vince others of sin unless we ourselves 
~ hate sin—all sin. What is sin? “Sin is 
lawlessness.” “The thought of foolish- 
ness is sin.” “ Whatsoever is not of faith 
is sin.” “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart ; try me and know my thoughts. 
And see if there be any way of pain or 
grief (to Thee} in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting.” “Then will I teach 
transgressors Thy ways, and sinners shall 
be converted unto Thee.” 

Thus the soul-winner, who is in experi- 
mental union with Christ in His death and 
resurrection, and who in spirit dwells in 
heaven (Eph. ii: 6; Rev. xiii. 6), will be 
led by the same Spirit to deal gently with 
the convicted and inquising soul; will 
commend what is true, and gently probe 
what is less than true” A spirit of dis- 
cernment willbe given, The awakened 


| God, and confess that God is 


soul will be searched and the secret of his 
heart made manifest ; and he will 


a truth (1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25). 


disciple be as his Lord and Teacher in 


this respect; for in Him faith was per- 
fected. He is the Leader and Completer 
in the of faith, He believed the 
Father's assurance: “My word shall not 
return unto Me void: it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and in the 
thing whereto I sent it.” A soul may be 


LANDS, houses, riches, titles, even dia- 
ave the accidents, of sthier then 


—- 
| this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem shall 
: ye worship the Father. Ye worship what with you of 
ye know not ; we worship what we know: |  — 
because salvation is from the Jews But | At this crisis in the woman's life the 
/ there comes an hour, and now is, when the | disciples returned from the city. It might 
real worshippers shall worship the Father | seem inopportune. But the Lord is not 
in spirit and truth : for the Father is seek- disturbed by the interruption, even though 
j ing such to be His worshippers. God is | the woman has made no confession and 
Spirit [not a Spirit], and they that worship | has gone away. But she has left her water- 
Him must worship in spirit and in truth.” | pot and will come again. He is conscious 
es | that the work is done. She has received 
know that Messiah cometh, who is called | the Christ into her heart and spirit, and is 
Christ: when He is come He will tell us | already confessing with her mouth and 
speaking out of the abundance of her heart 
to the men of her city: “Come; see a Man 
that told me all that ever I did: can this 
be the Christ ?” 
| Let not the under-servants who are 
| ow y; ’ secking souls be over anxious. “No word 
| the woman was convinced of sin. She | from God can fruitless fall” Let the | 
| 
| 
led into peace, and then worried out of it, 
: if we are too anxious for an immediate 
| manifest result. Trust the Spirit to do His | 
work, and souls whom you have led to 
| Him will come and say, “No longer be- | 
| cause of thy speech do we believe, for we | 
ourselves have heard, and know that this 
| is truly the Saviour of the world.” | 
| * Tue Lord Jesus has two witnesses | 
a down here in the world—His brethren 
4 after the flesh, the satura/ seed of Abra- 
1 ham, and His Church, His brethren after | 
the Spirit, the Spiritual seed of Abraham. 
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special services and the Holy Communion 


- EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE =| on the 21st and 28th, some external points 
are specially noteworthy. The grand 


CONFERENCE | which every votes joined 
AT BLANKENBURG, and brevity of the prayers, the well-ordered 


division of time for the meetings, a!! helped 
EVERY guest at the Blankenburg Con- | to the thorough «and 
ference found in his room an interesting | interest ofthe Conference attendants ; 
report of the rise and progress of this | even as all told of most careful forethought 
vigorous branch of the Evangelical Alliance. and arrangement by the organizers. 

The addresses for the four days, Tuesday 
four like-minded persons in 1885, it has | 4, Friday, all circled round the special 


subject of “The glory of the Lord Jesus, 
mustered well over 800 in attendance this | 45 seen in St. John i.-iv.” The short, pithy 


year. They were a thoroughly repre- | sneeches of the president, Freiherr von 


above the town are the long sloping sides | English representatives, and of brethren 


guests. Here, in a kind of enlarged | great clearness and simplicity of utterance ; 
summer-house, open to the air on two | whilst the guidance of the venerable Dr. 
sides, east and south, and closed to the | Baedeker served to keep all in profitable 
north and west, the noble hospitality of | lines. The substance of the addresses | 
the Blankenburg Alliance provides the | will not attempt to describe in this short 
two chief meals each day for its 800 guests. | sketch of what to me personally was a 
With perfect management, in absolute | Conference full of interest and profit. 
order, and with simple abundance, all who The evident delight of these hundreds 
attend the Conference are supplied with | of believing souls, many—indeed, most-— 
| their midday and evening meals for a | gathered from houses where the Gospel 
a charge quite nominal, and only attached | is rarely heard in the pulpits, and Christian 
in order to prevent misuse of the kindly | communion but little known in the 
provision by uninterested outsiders. Churches, was strikingly apparent. The 


turn Con 7 
ings, held from Aug. 22nd to 27th, with . praise to God for “times of refreshing” 


OF S HOM | Thuemmier ; the stately yet very clear and 

most of the countries of Europe and some | simple expositions and exhortations of 
| of the regions beyond ; and the spirit of | Gen von Viebahn; the warm, fervid 
Ez unity and brotherhood in Christ was strik- | rhetoric of Professor Stritter; the stern, 
| ingly manifest. searching words of Pastor Stockmayer— 
The surroundings are picturesque. Rising | these, mingled with the voices of your 

of the Greifenstein, and the highest tier | from Russia, and missionaries from all the 

of houses which finish off 

ings are those owned by 

and Alliance committees. Three houses | will give some faint reflection of “the 

of rest, where visitors are received all the | feast of fat things and wine on the ices 
year round, form the first line of houses; | well refined” provided for the souls of the 
just above is the simple and comfortable | hearers 
| Conference Hall; and again, above that The attendance at the 8 o'clock morn- 
is the latest building, only erected last ing prayer meetings was from 600 to 700, 
| Pee | and the spirit of prayer was manifest in 


i 


— 
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Our Latest Invasion, by David 
Williamson. (Religious Tract Society.) 


Price ts. 


Let no one grudge a shilling to buy this 
book, sad though the revelations are. We 
need to know facts, and here are many 
startling ones. We are thankful to the 
Tract Society for much valuable informa- 
tion about Romanism in England to-day. 


A HISTORY OF THE GUNPOWDER 
PLOT, by Philip Sidney. (Religious Tract 
Society.) Price 5s. 

This is, perhaps, the most lucid and full 
account given of the great conspiracy of 
1605. The author has spared no pains in 
ascertaining the part played by each con- 
spirator. The illustrations are good and 
helpful, the print excellent, and we trust 
many a British boy may be fortunate 


enough to possess a copy before the year 
is out. 


THE STORY OF MY CONVERSION, by 


the late Abbé Corneloup. (Tract Society.) 


Price 1s. 6d. 


A most interesting book, giving a clear 
and definite account of the mental and 


spiritual troubles of one who was brought 


not merely to Protestantism, but to Christ. 
None can read such a story without profit, 
and it is deserving of the widest circulation. 
What a mystery that such a life should 
terminate at an early age! _ 


=— 


THE best pillow is the Will of God ; it 
should be used every night. 


NOTICE COUNCIL. 


THE Council is more than ever anxious to 
form a bond. of union between the Lord's 
people as such. They feel that amidst the 
increasing disintegration among believers, 
the Alliance can be a centge of union for 
fellowship, for effort in the Gospel, and in 
showing to the world that actual unity for 
which our Lord prayed in the seventeenth 
chapter of St. John. 

The Council would think it a great 
privilege to send some experienced and 
true servant of the Lord Jesus—ministerial 
or otherwise—to any city, wwn, or village 
in Great Britain to give an address to 
believers upon their oneness in Christ, 
their present privileges and glorious oppor- 
tunities. Many think the time is short, 
that the days are peculiarly solemn, and 
that every effort should be made to cement 
together those who hold fundamental 
truths, and who think comparatively little 
of the non-essentials which have in the 
past so mysteriously and grievously 
divided the family of God. 

All communications on this subject may 
be addressed to the Honorary Secretary. 


CRUMBS, 


THE new nature wants nothing but 
Christ. If I have no new nature I must 
die twice, the natural death and the second 
death ; but if I have a new nature I can, at 
most, die but once, and that is a “ falling 
asleep in Jesus.” Nothing to fear. 


UNBELIEF says, “ Oh dear, what shall I 
do?” Faith says,“ What cannot I do, see- 
ing I can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me.” 

THE passing moments we now value so 

} | 


460 
from His presence, and with it a sense of | 
great indebtedness the good friends 
| whose unfailing diligence and care were | 
devoted to the welfare of their fellow- | 
Christians. | 
HUBERT BROOKE 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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‘FURTHER THOUGHTS 
ST. GOSPEL. 


THE LIVING WATER. 


only as he is shown. 

The four-branching river of Gen. ii. 10 
at once takes a spiritual mind to Psalm 
xivi. 4, “There is a river the streams 
whereof make glad the city of God.” 
The Genesis symbol flowed when God was 


eternally safe ; whilst mystical Babylon 
represents the faise, the spurious, the anti- 
Christian wherever found (not in one Church 
only} The city of God will ultimately be 
found to be exe when dispensations have run 


His eye is ever upon all the citizens ; they 
cannot perish, for He cannot perish ; where | 
He is they must be, for He wills it so 
(John xvii). He has provided this river 
of God, which is full of water to this pu 


| and end (Psa. Ixiv.9). | 


river, in one aspect, is Divine grace 


hie 


AGARE often delight to trace “the 
VV scarict line” from Gen. iii. to 
(Arer> Rev. xxii. 14, finding it not 
- only in direct statement, but in 
type, illustration, and symbol; even so 
| the Living Water can be traced from an 
: earlier verse in Genesis to a later one in 
Revelation. 
In Gen. ii, 10 we get a symbol of that 
| “pure river of water of life” which is 
shown so gloriously in Rev. xxii. 1, and to 
which we are invited in almost the last 
verse of Holy Scripture. 
| * He showed me” ;: just two persons, God 
| and the sinner! God showing the sinner, | their course, when there is absolutely one 
| and the sinner understanding and receiving | flock and one Shepherd. When in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of time He shall 
head up all in Christ—yea, further, when 
the Eternal Son “shall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father” 
(1 Cor. xv. 24), then surely it will be 
manifested that grace as truly reached Abel 
resting (before the fall), and, wonder of | as the last saint gathered before Rev. xx. 
wonders, the true river did not cease to | is fulfilled, and we shall marvel that some 
flow when man sinned, nor has it ceased | saints had on earth so emphasized dis- 
in spite of man’s indifference to it. Man, | pensational differences, whilst others could 
as man, has never appreciated and valued | scarcely see them at all! In a word, 
| the river. Dispensation has followed dis- | “redemption” cannot be narrowed to dis- 
pensation only to prove man’s folly and | pensations ; it is the subject of them all. 
failure; and still the river flows, and “The city” is purchased by the Lord 
| will flow till “the earth is filled with the | Jesus. He gives the freedom of it to 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover | every citizen: all who belong to it are of 
the sea.” The failure of Adam, our | the Blood Royal of heaven ; they are born 
federal head, and the failure of the seed | of God; they know something of holy 
| of Abraham combined, have not altered | fellowship—the King is accessible to all ; 
God’s purposes in grace, but have proved 
that though man may change, and dis- 
What is “the city” which is said to 
be “made glad” by the river? Are there | 
(sf not two representative cities in Scripture— : 
Babylon and Jesusalem ?—literal Babylon 
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from the heart of God. It was this 
grace which gave the only begotten Son 
to die. It was infinite love which uttered 
the words of Exod. xvii. 6, “ Behold, I will 
stand before thee there upon the rock in 
Horeb, and thou shalt smite the rock, and 
there shall come water out of it.” The 
word “rock” does not occur till it occurs 
asa smitten rock—to illustrate a smitten 


4 

a 


im verses 10 and 13 He creates a thirst; in [ 


detached \ike the fishermen, like Matthew 
the publican, like Zacchzus. She drank 
quickly, but deeply, of the life-giving 


‘stream, and at once became a soul-winner, 


may we not infer, more so than Nicodemus 
with his greater knowledge? Has not her 
story thrilled successive believers through 
the ages? and is she not drinking still, 
from “ the rivers of pleasures at God's right 
hand”? (Ps. xxxvi. 8.) 

Further, the river flowed in Samaria 
when the poor Samaritan leper returned to 
give glory to God in Luke xvii. 16, and 
again when Philip preached, caysing “great, 
joy in that city” (Acts viii. 8). 


How the Lord must have longed for the 
day and the hour when He would cry the cry 
of John vii. 37, 38! Had He not in His 
mind two scriptures still unfulfilled, viz., 
Ezek. xlvii. 5 and Zech. xiv. 8, 9, both 
referring to fuller blessing than will be seen 
in this dispensation. 

When we speak of the Living Water in 
connection with the Holy Spirit, it is to 
His werk rather than to Himself as a 
Person that we refer. True, most blessedly 
true, He is a Person. He isa Spirit He 
is God. He is God the Holy Ghost. He 
loves. He speaks. He strives. He ceases 
to strive. He can be grieved. He can be 

He alone is the quickener of 
the dead. He is the Teacher, the Sancti- 
fier, the Comforter, the Paraclete: There 
is no true knowledge of God without Him. 


Ixxxix. 25, “I will set His right hand im 
the rivers,” iz., when Psa. \xxii. is fulfilled 


¢ 
4 


2, 
5 
S 

= 


Saviour. In another aspect, the | 
| the Holy Spirit (John vii. 37, 38), * This 
| ciation of such expressions as “ Divine 
Grace,” “Living Water,” and “Holy 
F Spirit.” No truth can be revealed of which He is 
i In John not the Author—no soul blessed unless 
in Samaria. He be pleased to work in grace. 
| =: There is a glorious promise in Psa. | 
knowledge of 
| (compare Isa. xii.), and do not forget 
The Lord speaks to the woman seven | to “draw,” though secing a future fulfil- | 
times—in verse 7 He excites an interest; | ment. Draw we must, or despise; and | 
the despiser is a refuser “of the waters of 
verses 16 and 17 He convicts ; in verses 21 | Siloah that flow softly” (Isa. viii 6); and ~ 
and 26 He reveals. to be a refuser means to miss “ the city,” | 
A marvellous conversion results. She | to miss the tree of life, to miss the perfect 
leaves her waterpot, she is affached and | communion in that land where there is | 
a 
OOOO 


movement 

prominent figures in the 
of Scotland, and one 
cor 


< 
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“TRUE HOLINESS.” 


By THe Rev. J. B Ficcts, M.A. BricuTon. 
“ Whatsoever toucheth the altar is holy."—Exop. xxix. 37. 


selves.” So Aquinas, “ The altar is either 


And Leo the Great, “The old victims 


Jesus Christ Himself? He delighted 


acknowledge that the holiness of His 
humanity was due to the Holy Spirit who 
anointed Him; and we may add, the 


Paradise, and its dying scene garden, 


is 


J 


made Him an altar—*“an altar most holy,” 
anointed not with typical! oil, but with the 
blessed Spirit of God. Now this holiness 
reaches beyond Himsecif, “The altar 
sanctifies the gift” (Matt. xxiii.19). Nay, 
“Is it through the altar that the gift 
becomes an offering?” (Stier). If one 
went into a farmyard, one would not think 
of the occupants of fold or stall as holy. 
If ome went among the dovecotes, he 
might call the doves innocent, but surely 
not holy. But contact with the altar made 
all the difference; contact with the altar 
made them holy. Every lamb, every heifer, 
every goat of the herd ; the dove, too, and the 
pigeon—everything that touched the altar 
was holy. Now, even so, on the altar 
hewn by rio mortal hands, cut out of the 
living Rock, the Rock of Ages ; on Christ 
and His Cross is laid the offering of the 
lives of men. Every time we say, amid 
the solemnities of the Holy Supper, “ Here 
we offer and present unto Thee, O Lord, 


ourselves, our souls, and bodies,” we 


touch the altar, and the altar sanctifies the 


© gift, setting apart soul and body for God. 


And this is not by any means confined to 
Holy Communion. When our soul cried 
out in first realization of acceptance, 
“Tis done, the great tr-nsaction’s done ; 
I am my Lord's, and He is mize,” 
or when deeply moved at a Convention or 
a Mission, you re-consecrate ;ourself to 
God, again you touch the altar, and 
become in this sense holy ; that is, severed 
from the world and given up to God. 
Sometimes we could even feci what we 
sweetly sing: 
© ey on the 
“{ will keep back. nothing, for Christ 


N the Epistle to the Hebrews | 
ab the writer shows point by point | 
in priesthood, service, sacrifice, 
that there is advantage on the | 
def the New Covenant: and ie lst | 
point is this, “ We Aave an altar” (Heb. 
xiii, 10). So far from being without it, as | 
| the Judaizers think, it is an altar better in 
every way, and it is one of which all may | 
partake. There were sacrifices of old to 
be consumed by the priests alone ; and 
some of which even they could not par- 
take : but here is one common to all, save 
those who excluded y 
to the Old Covenant. | 
But what is the altar which Christians | 
have? “Our altar is the Cross,” says Dr. | 
Andrew Murray. “Christ crucified,” mys | 
Bishop Westcott, “is necessarily regarded | 
as the altar from which we draw anf 
sustenance and on which we offer our- 
a new altar. The Cross of Christ is 
altar not of the Temple, but of the world. 
Reverting to the passage in Exodus, we 
read these words, “It shall be an altar 
most holy.” It was made so by Aaron 
pouring oil upon it, and sprinkling it with 
blood seven times. Can anything be 
holier than the Cross of Jesus, except 
| holiness of His Cross was also due to that 
| 
Himself without spot to God” iid | 
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unworthy gift. I am accepted, because 
He is so acceptable. It fs His worth, not 
Away from 


Christ and on the Cross of Christ I am 
acceptable to God. Unworthy in myself, 
I participate in the worthiness of Him 
through whom I draw nigh to God. . 

So far we have dealt only with the past, 
but the truth of my motto indicates what 
should also be a power for the present, for 
the words have a bearing not only on our 
standing, but on our state. They suggest 
a question, a very pointed question, for my 
reader and for myself. The question is 
this: “I have touched the altar, but am I 
holy?” We gave ourselves to Jesus Christ ; 
are we His to-day? We presented our 
bodies living sacrifices to God, our reason- 
able service—an absolutely reasonable 
thing todo. But if it was reasonable then, 
is it net reasonable now? We felt, we 
sometimes said— 

“ Nothing too precious for Jesus.” 

What fault have we found in Him since? 
Is the “altogether lovely” less beautiful ? 
Is the love of Christ less constraining ? 
The greatest sentence in the world, “God 
is love,” is in the present tense; it is 
always a present truth; its power ought 
to be felt at all times. Is it felt by 
me at the present moment? And are its 
obligations recognized as being as bind- 
ing as ever? If it be not so, is there any 


reason for the change? We know very | 


well there is none—none certainly that 
reflects on the faithfulness of Christ and 
the goodness of God. If, though we have 
touched the altar, we are unholy, it is 
because of our frailty and our fickleness. 
Often, I suppose, the mischief happens 
though not involuntary, yet undeliberately. 
We revoke our decision by our acts rather 
than by our purposes. Also, the act may 
be a gradual one; we take back our sur- 
render not all at once, but bit by bit the 
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is on the altar,” and the altar sanctifies my | 


the statue loses the features of “ first love” 


All my moments and my days.” 


“devoted thing ” (Joshua vii. 1, 11, 12, 13, 
15). The whole city was devoted to God ; 


. to take any part of it, any particle of what 


God so justly claimed, was to rob God and 
to come under His ban, under His sentence. 
This, which would have been sin with any 
conquered city, in such a city as Jericho 
was sacrilege. Even so sin is always sin ; 
but, besides this, sin in a believer is sacri- 
lege. To take from the altar what belongs 
to God, belongs to Him by His creation 
God’s acceptance thereof; to take these 
for ourselves, and to use them for self or 
for sin, is to dig a valley in Pe de. 


| may be called the “valley of Achor , G+, 


| 
| You said— 
| | “ All my time I give to Jesus, 
The moments seemed such small things 
_ that you let them slip away, took them to : 
_ yourself or gave them to the world, and 
hours followed moments, and days hours ; 
| so with other things as precious as time : 
| Thoughts, desires, emotions, imaginations ; 
| Christ should bave been King over them 
all. And this you meant Him tobe. You 
| made Him King of your life in those en- 
_raptured hours, but somehow the sceptre 
_ Slipped out of His hands ; nay, you have 
_ transferred it to very different hands, and 
_now your “heart is divided,” and your 
loyalty is suspected; with part of your 
| being you serve the King, with part others 
| have been crowned who have no right to 
| royal homage. 
| And so, “we have an altar” ; we touch : 
| | the altar ; we were hallowed by the altar ; 
| _ and then, alas! we took away part of what 
we once laid upon the altar. And what is 
| | the effect of all this? You remember the 
| effect of Achan’s act upon him and upon 
Israel. The terrible story in Joshua vii. 
has a lesson for us, especially when read 
by the light of the revision which through- 
out that chapter alters “ accursed thing ” to 
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JAPAN, 


One significant fact is that Christians 
occupy many prominent places. Admiral 
Uriu {a Christian) was in command of 
the ships that were sent to the destruction 
of the Russian vesscls which were at 
Chemulpo. A Christian nurse was recalled 
from Korea and appointed as the head 
nurse at the Red Cross Hospital in Tokyo. 
It is stated that the Government has 
sought especially for Christian young men 
to go as interpreters for the military 
representatives of other countries who 
have gone to the front. 

The consent of officials has been given 
to the distribution of the Scriptures among 
the men in the army and the navy, and 
the Vice-Admiral of the navy promised 
the agent of the American Bible Society 
to sénd to every ship in the navy such 
copies of the Scriptures and other religious 
reading as should be furnished. 

Recent arrangements have been made 
by which six American and British mis- 
sionaries and six Japanese Christian 
ministers are to accompany the armies in 
Manchuria in the capacity 


trouble) unto this day.” “ Will a man rob 
God?” But that is the very thing we do 
by such inconsistency. It weakens our 
| 
| 
we may, Jesus Christ is 
“the same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
ever.” « He is an altar, not a sundial. In 
Him is “ no shadow cast by turning.” Let 
us go back to Him,—can we do better? 
And go as we went at first,—can we go in 
any other spirit? And bring in our hands 
again the things we laid on the altar 
before. Or if God has shown us other 
things to bring also, “let Him take all” ; 
more this time than last ; everything this 
time and 
ourselves 
Freedom | 
. In sancti. | will be allowed them to fulfil the duties of 
, try, try, try is | their calling among the men~on the field 
according as circumstances will permit, 
and they will be provided with transporta- | 
tion and commissariat privileges by the 
: Department of War. 
child clinging to a father’s hand, finding A vast change has come over the 
soul be that little child. towards Christianity. They now recog- 
nize it as one of the greet forces that are 
———— shaping new Japan. - Seeing that Chris- 
tianity has only been permitted in Japan 
about thirty years, this seems a large 
FUTURE OF CHRISTIANITY IN | caim to make, but from such things as 
pe these one can learn what is the spirit now 
dominant in that country, and judge as to 
IT becomes an important question in view | the conditions under which Christian work 
of the victories won by the Japanese forces | will be carried on in the future. _ Let all 
i in the war with Russia, what is going to | Christians pray that the minds of the 
Bs be the effect on the work of Christian | people may be drawn to the truth and 
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IRISH BRANCH. 


ing which it would be folly to ignore. The 
best way to meet such is by faith in God, 
revival, and the drawing closer 


memorable mission held by Messrs. Moody 


and Sankey about thirty years ago. It 
extended over a month ; meetings, always 


drawback was the want of a sufficiently 


night to their respective clergymen. 

Dublin Branch of the Evangelical Alliance 
took the initiative in both of these move- 
ments. 


Montgomery, M.A., Belfast ; Rev. James 
Ervine, Newcastle ; and Prof. Mackintosh. 
It will be the first visit of Prebendary 
Webb-Peploe to Dublin. Great sympathy 
has been felt for him and his family in 
the bereavement they have recently 
suffered, and his visit will be looked for- 

to with much interest. - Pastor 
WwW will give information of the 
remarkable Los von Rom movement in 
Austria. The Right Hon. Lord Langford, | 
Sir Algernon Coote, Bart., Major-General © 


; 


— 
large building accommodate the num- 
F THE last report of the Irish Branch of | bers who wished to attend the services. 
i the Alliance contains an interesting sum- | About 3,000 people can be packed into 
if mary of the important work which it has | the Metropolitan Hall ; but it is believed 

| accomplished since its reorganization. It 
has had undoubtedly an important share 
i in the religious and social progress which 
has been made. One great need in Ireland 
; at the present time is the unity among all | 
: sections of Evangelical Protestants repre- 
: sented by the Evangelical Alliance. The 
7 service of our | each 
: Dublin has been favoured during the 
i last twelve months by having had two 
large and successful united missions ; the | 
} first held by Gipsy Smith in October of | 
| last year, and the second by Messrs. Torrey | An excellent programme has been 
T and Alexander in the spring of the present | arranged for the Thirty-first Annual Dub- : 
year. The mission held by Gipsy Smith | lin Christian Convention, to be held in 
| continued only ten days, but in that time | the Metropolitan Hall during the week 
if he reached and influenced the masses of | commencing Sunday, Sept. 25th, Among 
= the people to an extent which surprised | the speakers are the Rev. Prebendary 
| and gratified the friends and promoters of | Webb-Peploe, incumbent of St. Paul’s, 
the movement. Much good was done, | Onslow Square, London; Rev. T. Ferrier 
| and the Gipsy has left many warm friends | Hulme, M.A., Bristol ; Rev. James Mursell, 
| ) in Dublin, who have been following with | Edinburgh; Rev, Hans Wegener, Rhenish 
interest and sympathy the great and | Prussia; Rev. Alexander Stabie, Man- 
) blessed work he has since been carrying | churia; Rev. Dr. Prenter, Moderator of 
' on in South Africa. As for the mission | the General Assembly; Rev. Henry 
: held by Dr. Torrey and Mr. Alexander, 
| there has been nothing like it since the 
Li three and sometimes four, being held 
a each day except Saturday, and the interest 
1 continued to extend and deepen till the 
i: close. All classes were reached and in- 
a fluenced, and in connection with no 
4} previous movement had such a gracious 
. spirit of unity been realized. The, chief 


are 
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WORRY IS WASTE. 
By THE Rev. C A S. DwicHrT. 


The worst thing about worry is that 

more it is cultivated the more it clings. 

The worry-habit is one of the most 

mischievous of the pet practices in which 
are indulging. 


“ Believe on Me” can save the soul from 
feeding on its own morbid states of mind, 
or wasting its substance in the riotous 
living of a rampant pessimism. 

If worry is waste, work is wealth, One 
pf the best preventives of worry, next to 


Eden. The world to-day would be more 
like an Eden if people would worry less 
and work more.—New York Observer. 


HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER OF 
THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


All Christians, ladies as well 
as gentlemen, who approve of 
the principles and work of the 
E.A., are invited to send their 
names for election by the 
Council as members. It is ex- 
pected that each member will 


sign the Basis and subscribe 


some amount annually to sus- — 
tain the work of the Alliance. 
Please write, sending name and 
address, to The Secretary, 7, 
Adam Street, Strand. Friends 
are asked to be so kind as to 
offer drawing-room mectings. 
Deputations, ministerial or lay, 
will always be ready to speak 

at such meetings. 


The man who is busily employed all the 
| time, save for necessary resting phe 
: In a well-ordered life there is no roor his 
worry. Worry palsies the powers for 
soul and scatters its energies in ways pre- 
than useless. Worry is a kind of m is a 
which many in this age breathe in al 
: without knowing it, thus weakening their Just 
| mental tissues and enervating their wills. kind 
The Lord Jesus Christ gave a most worry. Remember Carlyle’s “gospel of 
excellent remedy against the weakness work”—“If you have anything in the 
| and waste of sorry when He said, “Let world to do, do it!” The first means of 
not your heart be troubled” There | developing man, as we learn from Genesis, 
j might, in one view of the case, seem to be was to give him work in the garden of 
7 every reason why men’s hearts should be | 
| sorrow, disappointment, care, and bicker- 
ing. Nevertheless, the programme of the ——— 
Christian life as Jesus Christ announced 
it contains no clause permissive of worry re 
on the part of a believer. The word is, | 
; “Believe also on Me,” and ye shall not | 
| worry! The soul that is intimately joined | 
by faith, love, and obedience to the Lord | 
Christ becomes lifted at once high above | 
the lower levels of life, where the miasmas | 
| of worry prevail, into the serener, clearer | | 
: atmospheres of a biessed, divine com- | 
munion. It is easy to talk against worry, | 
; but only the grace of the Christ who said | 
ig | 
1 
may say that 
| “ Satan finds some worries still | 
j The idle mind to fill.” 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE QUARTERLY. 47" 


CORRESPONDENCE FROM 
ABROAD. 


YOKOHAMA, JAPAN. 


| in the homes of the Christians, and 


enquirers or catechumens. The demon- 
stration of the united body of Christians 


SoOnoRA, MEXICO. 
_ Prayer in this church with good results. 
| The attendance is generally good, and it 
often has given an impulse to our work for 
the year.” H. T. W. 
“We have had grand good union —— 
services at Hakodate, last year's as well SHANGHAI, CHINA. 
ly good, for «{ have just returned from a journey 
native Christians through South China, and have been greatly 
impressed by the many signs of growth 
in the native Churches. The number of 
_ Christians now must be much larger than 
 ™Y our estimates, and districts that have been 
the interest of the slow in yielding fruit appear to be bearing 
here and in Tokyo, ¢s- | 4 rich harvest. A fine series of united 
the native workers, with  eyangelistic services were recently con- 
in the closest relations. | ducted in Canton entirely by natives, with 
command most happy results, Over two hundred 
mew names were added to the list of 
Prayer signed. | 
prayer for the | seems to have impressed the great city of 
nothing except the Canton as nothing else has done. In other 
awakening of the places also there are many signs of fresh 
Christian Church activity and rich blessing.” G. H. B. 
and service can ex 
prayer for Russia, its true enfranchise- HaNnkow, CHINA. 
ment and regeneration—and for Japan,| «j+ would be difficult to overstate the 
. that she may come to recognize Jehovah | debt which we in Central China owe to the 
as her God and Saviour, and become as | Week of Prayer. We have Chinese meet- 

7 distinguished for missionary zeal as she | ings at which from 200 to 600 or 700 are 
now is for military success. Wherefore | present. The Week is a very festival of 
has God so highly honoured her, if not to prayer, and gives tone to all the year. It is 
make her a chosen vessel, to know and to | usual for us to issue a statement of topics _ 
do His holy will? Do ask fervent and | in Chinese, and these are not only used 
effectual prayer on her behalf. during the Week, but are often pasted up 

J. H. B. 
oe church doors, and to a large extent guide 
SypNeEY, New SouTH WALES. | the prayers of the Christians during the 
“The meetings for prayer during the | year.” C. G. S. 
first week of 1904 were better attended 
than in former years, and there was a KIAN, CENTRAL CHINA. 
| spirit of good, earnest devotion throughout | “On both Sundays I was: able to speak — 
; the meetings, not only in Sydney and | to our people on the suggested topics. We 
suburbs, but in the country districts of | met each evening during‘the week, and | 
| 
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fellow-believers met with us. The Lord 
gave the spirit of prayer and supplication, 
and we spent about an hour cach even- | 
ing on our knees before the Lord. The 
‘Suggested Topics’ were a real help to 
May He grant us and maintain in us 
the spirit of earnest, believing, and per- 
severing prayer. We look for revival here 
and the turning of multitudes to Himself. 
May the Alliance be much blessed in all 
its work |” W. T. 


AKROPONG, WEST AFRICA. 
Bi “We have twelve head stations on this 
coast, and a staff of 50 missionaries, 28 
ladies, and 262 native agents, with 19,038 
Christian members. To all these head 
stations and to most of the out stations 
your programme is sent every year, and 
we are always anxious to get it in good 
time that it may reach the farthest regions 
before the new year. Not our Christian 
converts only, but many heathen attend 
these prayer meetings with which we begin 
the new year. Every one does feel the 
- power of such a union of hearts in prayer. 
This world-wide union of Christ’s people is 
much felt during this week in all our con- 
gregations. We long for a rain of grace 
from above, and for descent of the Holy 
Ghost on our poor and benighted Africa. 
To Him who knoweth our needs and wants 
our supplications shall be addressed, and 
i _ we know that many true believers all over 
i the world are joining us before the Throne 
) of Grace. ‘ And this is the confidence that 
we have in Him, that if we ask anything 
| according to His will, He heareth us’ 
4- (1 John v. 14).” A. D. M. 


the town, and sent announcements to each 


the ministry. Here in Japan this is sadly 
called for. I fear the deadening effect of 


In February last, Sir Ernest Satow, the 
British Minister in China, opened the 
Anglo-Chinese Museum and Library in con- 
nection with the Walford Hart Memorial 
College at Tientsin. According to the re- 
port of some words spoken by him on 
this occasion, he said he had the most . 
grateful recollections of the kindness shown 


COLOMBO, CEYLON. | 
b “ We observed for the first time in our 


Mission Hall the Week of Prayer. The 
Sunday service was attended by many, I 
am very glad to say. Just at that time 
there was no visible result, but since, six 


him over forty years ago by Dr. Muirhead, 
when he first came to China as a boy. 


Throughout his experience in the East he 


| young men have decided for Christ. The 
if Week of Prayer was observed in St. Luke’s 

‘ Church and in the Jaffna Churches of the 
American Mission. The other missions 
are following their example. I shall be 
glad if you will send me such papers and 
pamphiets as 1 might make use of before 
the end of the year, so that this Week of 
Prayer may be better observed in Ceylon. _— 
I shall be very happy to extend the  - 
principles of the Alliance.” G. CG. L 

NAPIER, NEW ZEALAND. 

“In compliance with your request | 
communicated with all the ministers of 

| prayer. The Bishop had consented to 
| preside, but as he had to leave by the 
| Gisborne boat his place was taken by the 
| Dean. He explained the objects of the 
meeting, and announced the special topics. 
There was a fairly good attendance. A 
very profitable hour 

Benediction pronounced 

C. E. B. 

KoBE, JAPAN. 

“I would like to see more prominence 
given to requests for definite prayer for 
spiritual growth among those training for 

| 

had always had increasing reason to regard 


their minds to die, and, having 

what the Bible told of a future life was 
full of interest to them. Their eagerness 
to receive the Bible was like that of chil- 


NEW MEMBERS. 


THE following have joined the Alliance 


during the last quarter :— 


Rev. J. S. Williams, West Africa. 
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OUR WEEK OF PRAYER, 
1908. 


WE beg to acknowledge with much grati- 
tude the kind services of the Rev. F. 
de P. Castells, of Belize, British Hon- 
duras, who has gratuitously translated into 
Spanish for us our Invitation to Prayer 


‘and Programme for 1905, solely with a 


great desire to extend our work in Central 
America. His help has been much valued, 
not only by ourselves, but by those living 
in that region, who gladly join with us, the 


more than English. 


not even touched by the Roman Catholics. 
aborigines who have no opportunity of 


anxious at the moment to ingratiate them- 
selves. If it is the mountain-spirit, 
will take the sacrifice up the mountain 
lay it on some eminence; or they 
place it on the river bank for the river- 
spirit, or at the foot of a tree for the tree- 


missionaries as altogether the most admir- 
came to China. They came for the sole | 
object of doing good, and in his experience 
they invariably did it 
“There will be a splendid opportunity 
for work among the soldiers) Many of the 
men to whom I talked before they went 
off were deeply serious and ready to listen | 
to God’s message. They had | 
| lane val a LO thet 
dren in receiving a coveted toy. HE Ei 
my stock of Testaments was exhausted | | Ain interview with Mr, Castells has been 
gave them tracts, which they gladly took, | published in the Bible Society Reporter, in | 
but they afterwards came back and asked | which he gives some interesting particulars 
if I would not give them the book itself in | about the natives in that far-off region. 
place of that which explained the book. | “‘ About one-third of the population of 
I trust the way will be opened for me the Agency are pure Indians, and among | 
to go to the front."—Baptist Missionary | these there is no missionary organization 
Magasine. whatever at work ; moreover, unlike some 
of the tribes in South America, these are 
a hearing the Gospel apart from our Society. 
H. K. Millikey, Esq., New York. They live, for the most part, in remote 
Colonel regions, unfrequented by the white man, 
Percy K.. Allen, Esq., Kent. and certainly never reached by the mis- 
Arthur A. Govan, Esq., Stirlingshire. sionaries. Their religion consists largely 
Henry C. D. Rankin, Esq., Lanarkshire. in seeking to propitiate spirits which they 
Mrs. M. S. Parker, Dumbartonshire. believe inhabit the mountains, rivers, trees, 
Miss P. C. Nicol, Dumbartonshire. &c. There is little ritual in connection 
C. Douglas Green, Esq., India. 
7 Rev. S. A. Coker, West Africa. 
John Wilkinson, Esq., New Zealand. 
Rev. W. H. Watson, China. 
Rev. S. A. Gislason, Iceland. 
Mrs. Robert Shdw, Lanarkshire. 
Mrs. Day, Lincolnshire. 
W.(H. Harrison, Esq., Derbyshire. 
Samuél Kendon, Esq., Kent. 
Rev. R. M. Cole, Turkey. feast themselves on the sacrifice. 
Rev. W. C. Morris, Argentina. “* During the: past half-dozen years we oe 


* 
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colporteur to take the moncy “to help the 
willing to pay for the books—in coin when 


Cakchiquel, and is at present supervising 


the publication of St. John’s Gospel in Bri | 


Bri for the Talamanca Indians in Costa 
Rica. 


“*A large part of our work in Central 


America is among Spanish - speaking 
people. Here Roman Catholicism is the 


dominant power, and there are many 


’ hindrances to the circulation -of the 


Scriptures. 

“*The colporteurs meet with some 
strange experiences ; many of the people 
here never heard of a book called the 
Bible’ Some are dimly conscious of its 
existence, but regard it as an ancient 
classic, only suitable for the learned. 
Others think it is a book of prayers, and 
protest it will be useless to them as they 
are not devotos. It should be recorded 
here, however, that every encouragement 


and facility is afforded our Society by | 


the various Republican Governments in 
Central America. No postage is charged 
for anything we send through the post, 
that is carried by rail or water. Large 
quantities of Scriptures are despatched 
free of cost in this way. In Nicaragua 
no customs or taxes are levied on Bibles. 
In San Salvador and Guatemala the 
Government -grants letters to the col- 
porteurs commending them to the local 
authorities. 

“* As showing the way the books are being 
scattered in unknown places and being 
read in a way we little imagine, | must 
tell you an interesting experience I had 
last December at Sabaneta, a little place 
on the mountains in Guatemala. I was 
making a tour across country, and found 
myself stranded at this small village on 
Christmas Eve. While I was having my 
supper at the inn I heard sounds of music 
and general rejoicing, and asked the land- 
lord what it meant. He explained that it 
was Noche Buena, “The Good Night,” and 
these people were celebrating Christmas 
Eve and the birth of Christ. The people 
were invited to the house of the richest 
man—or, perhaps, one should say the least 
poverty-stricken man—in the village. I 
joined them. On a tablein the centre of 
the room was a little toy representation of 
Joseph and Mary and the Infant and the 
cradle. Candles were lighted round this, 
and some of the people were playing on 
their rude native instruments and singing. 
I told them I would read to them an 
account of this very festival Taking my 
Bible from my pocket, I read aloud the 
passages relating to the birth of our Lord. 


‘What was my surprise to see eight people 


in the room take Testaments or 

out of their own pockets ‘and follow my 
reading most carefully! When I had con- 
cluded, I asked how they had obtained 
these books. They replied that a ‘strange 
man had come through the village a week 
before and had sold these copies; and, 
curiously enough, before I had arrived one 


i have sold five thousand Gospels among 
VE Indians alone, and, as showing that these 
+ books are making an impression, it is | 
; interesting to note that, from time to time, | 
; Indians themselves seek out our colporteurs _ 
in order to obtain copies. Three poor | 
Indians in Giisiltepeque insisted on paying | 
double price for their Gospels, urgigg the 
| 
} they have it, and where there is no such | 
f currency, they offer payment in kind. I | 
have accepted eggs, starch, cocoa beans, | 
fowls, logwood, firewood, and sundry other | 
| oddments in payment for the Gospels. The | 
books are offered at a very low price—a | 
Gospel which costs the Society 2}d. to | 
: produce being sold for a trifle over a | 
: farthing. In San Salvador candles are | 
frequently given in exchange to the col- | 
Tt porteurs, for when people have no small | 
1] change a candle does duty for a coin.’ | 
| | “It may be mentioned that Mr. Castells, | 
| who is an able linguist, has learned to | 
| & speak the two most important Indian | 
) languages in Central America, Quiché and | 
| | 
i 
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These men have a distinct uniform, with 
‘Scavenger’ sewn on the back and t 
of tunic Two scavengers are attached 
to each sub-office ; they are provided with 


a wheelbarrow, a wicker basket, and a_ 
broom. They commence their daily round | 
at seven o'clock, and go their respective | 


beats collecting refuse and sweeping the 
”__China’s Millions. 


THIBET, 


doors during all these centuries, defying 


every effort of the missionary to enter her | 


borders, seems about to to 
e-per started in Sardovan this year in the shape 


of an Anti-Tobacco League. Tobacco is 


give up her exclusiveness, and it will pro- 
bably not be long before missionaries may 
have free access into this last stronghold of 
seclusiveness. The prayers of God’s people 
are being answeréd in an unexpected 
manner doubtless, but none the less truly, 
and Thibet, with her territory of 500 miles 
by 1,600, situated from ten thousand to 
twenty thousand feet above the sea, will 
no longer be solely dominated by the 
blighting power of Buddhism, but will 
begin to hear of the true Redeemer and 
Saviour of souls, 


; a young Greek 
Tuiset, which has stood with barred | 


A TYPICAL GREEK VILLAGE. 


has been little or no persecution in 


 Sardovan. 
At first this‘ little flock had to go 
_ through fiery trial owing to the unfaith- 
_ fulness of its pastor, but for the last few 


months they have been greatly helped by 
who has taken 
them in charge. His ministry is spiritually 
helpful, and has been used to bring in 
several new converts since Easter. 


A very interesting movement has been 


a government monopoly in Turkey, and 
the price paid by the company the past 
season for tobacco was so. small that 
several raisers in this village decided that 
it did not pay to raise it. In part, per- 
haps, to spite the tobacco Régie, but 
largely as a money-saving scheme, several 
young men banded themselves under an 
agreement not to smoke any more. These 
were from the Orthodox community ; but 
the Protestant young men, not to be out- 


done, formed a similar league, and tried to — 
include all the men in the Church, young 


A 


/ 


HY “ During the time the lamps were being 
erected, « number of coolies were employed 
fe to remove the rubbish heaps which RATHER more than twenty-five years ago 

4 accumulated at the street corners and evangelical truth first found its way into 
: open spaces; cesspools and malarious | 1. village of Sardovan, which nestles 
ated "among the hills by the beautiful Lake 

public view, and other necessary measures | work 
= carried out to make the city clean and 4... wot with so much success. 
E healthy. After the proper police force The Protestants of Adabazar are, scarcely 
b was appointed, a force of eighty scavengers with any excepti , ; and the 
depos composed enti Greeks 1,500 
: doors of dwelling-houses and shops. inhabitants are principally farmers and silk- 
q raisers, exporting quantities of corn and 
3. tobacco as well as silk cocoons. 
. Evangelical truth at first found bitter 
ca persecutors, but failing to drive back those 
a who had seen the new light, opposition 
H | ceased, and now for several years there 
| 
i 
| 
| 
7 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ae 
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THE activities of Christ on behalf of His 


people :— 
1. He gave Himself for their sins 
(Gal. i. 4). 
2. He quickens them by 
(John v. 25). 


His voice 


3. He seals them with His Spirit | 


(Eph. i. 13). 

4- He nourishes them (John v. 56, 57). 

5. He cleanses them by His Word 
(John xiii. 5). 

6. He maintains them by intercession 

__ (Heb. vii. 25). 

7. He takes them to Himself (Acts 
vii. 59). 

8. He watches over their dust (John 
vi. 46). 


9. He will meet them in the air 


(1 Thess. W. 17). 
10. He will conform them to His image 
(4 John iii. 2). 


11. He will share with them His 
(john xvii. 22). 

12. He will lose none of them (John 


47 


“UNTIL.” 
THe littl word “until” occurs many 
times in the ‘Word of God, and in solemn 


Sez 


and old, The movement is very deep and 
couraged it heartily. He says to parents 
of pupils in his school: “So long as you 
smoke, I can say nothing to your boys to | and precious connections ; for example, in 
prevent their smoking too; if you will | Luke xv. 4 we have the owner of the sheep | 
quit, I can forbid the boys also.” As a | going after the lost one “waa he find it.” 
result, there is hardly a Protestant left who | This is the good Shepherd going to death 
uses the weed, and those who have stopped _ and the grave, and then in the mighty 
its use testify to the benefits accruing. | energy of the Holy Ghost seeking and 
The village is singularly open to evan- | saving the lost ones individually, under- 
gelistic effort. Religious conversation is | taking their case from first to last The 
very common in the coffee-house kept by | folly of sin is the thought of this parable, 
one of the Church members, and this topic | even as the helplessness and insensibility 
is often introduced by some member of | are seen in the lost piece of silver, and the 
the old Orthodox Church. oe heinousness of sin in the 
Many Orthodox Greeks attend services | There is none that seeketh 
in the church, and open persecution is | are all gone out of the 
almost unknown. Drunkenness—a com- | 's verdict. Eternally lost 
mon enough sin in Greek villages—is rare | t for that Sovereign 
here, and the worst foes now are stolid | it finds, then rec- 
indifference and Sabbath desecration. | folds. 
| ii, 30 we read, “Let 
full significance of 
| embracing, as they 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| If we turn to Luke xvii. 27 we find the 
_ same word—* Until the flood came.” 
, + Many of the wise of this world now 
3 question whether there ever was any flood, 
or ark, or “preacher of righteousness” . 
named Noah! Do we doubt this? If 4 


* 
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there was not, my Lord was cither a 
deceiver or deceived! He not only spoke 
of “ the days of Noah,” but it was in con- 


nection with another event yet to happen. | 


“ So shall it be” Every history must have 
an end; every career, whether infidel, or 
profligate, or philosophic, it is only “until.” 
Credulous or incredulous —indifferent or 
not, judgment from God is again coming 
upon an ungodly world, and there is only 
one Ark, only one door, only only message. 
only one salvation, only one Saviour, only 
one escape. Man makes many “religions,” 
and the god of this age teaches him so to 
do; but Jesus, the Son of God, in His 
finished work and adorable Person, can 
alone meet a guilty and lost sinner's 
need. 

There is also a very precious “ until” in 
Phil. i. 6, “ Until the day of Jesus Christ,” 
and we may couple it with Canticles ii. 17, 
“Until the day break, and the shadows 
flee away.” As one realizes in some degree 
the subtle and powerful forces against us, 
as we prove our own. helplessness, and 
learn something of what the “flesh” is 
and of what it is capable, we may well cry 
out, “Help, Lord!” Then comes the 
comforting word that He will perfect that 
which concerneth us. That He will 


_ do all that He has spoken to us of. 


That He will never leave, never for- 
sake, never give up, that He will 
save “to the uttermost.” Precious truth ! 
Precious Saviour! To us, in a world of 
shadows, of disappointments, of cares, of 
sorrows, He whispers, “ Una” Until 
the day break, until the shadows fice 
away.” It is dark now—very dark! But 
Jesus, the Light, is near. He will suddenly 
in His glory be revealed, and to those that 
look for Him—those who are “found in 
Him "—He will appear, without sin, unto 
salvation. When will this be? We can 
“Whom the heaven must receive wnti/ 
the times of restoration of all things.” 


j.W. 


GOD, OUR CHIEF HELP. 


UnDper the heaviest troubles and the wildest 
storms this holy bond becomes closer and 
closer, and abounds more and more in 
precious endearments. It delighteth the 
Lord to see the soul presume upon the 
infinite strength of this relationship. Let 
Divine Friendship take possession of you, 
cherish it in your fondest as well as in your 
holiest affections, venture upon the near- 
ness of the relationship, and you will dis- 
cover upon what grounds the soul not only 
becomes a disciple, but among the disciples, 
“the beloved.” 

In times of darkness and distress the 
Blessed Presence becomes “ very present.” 
When friend and acquaintance stand aloof, 
and creaturely satisfactions are farthest off, 
the soul's chief Love comes nearest. When 
all other comforts desert you, when the 
clouds are gathering and distresses are 
thickening, “ The Comforter ” abides faith- 
ful. “Love never faileth.” Jesus fulfils 
His word: * I will not leave you comfort- 
less: I will come to you.” Dear fellow- 
disciple, when thy night is darkest, the 
strength weakest, and thy difficulty greatest, 
remember the words of thy Friend: “I 
will come to you.” 

As surely as the disciples are on the 
rough midnight sea at their wits’ end, so 
surely will the Lord draw nigh to them 
in their extremity.—/ohn Pulsford, D.D. 


Every believer has two things: (1) 
Eternal salvation, which cannot be lost, for _ 
Christ is his life; (2) Personal com- 

which happiness and usefulness 
largely depend. 


| 


IT is dangerous to megiect a great salva- 
tion, still more dangerous to refmse, and 
the despiser is almost beyond hope. 


| 
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